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those who apparently manifested the most stability;
and the lot fell upon four heads of families, who were
solemnly baptized,—one of these being our Host,
which gave great consolation to the Fathers, and two
others, Captains of the village, one of whom seems
to be more of the number of those for whose sake
Angels would come down from Heaven in default
of men, rather than that God should fail to provide
them with a means of escape, so reasonable and exact
observers of the law of Nature are this good man and
all his family. Their wives and children, however,
were not baptized,—the fear and terror still remain-
ing too strong in this village as well as in the rest
of the country, that baptism causes death, or renders
those who receive it liable to a thousand evils and
miseries. In view of this, is most important the
resolution [8g] of these poor Neophytes, several of
whom, as well as many others in other places, have
resorted to baptism with this thought, ‘‘ [T will re-
ceive it,] even if I must die for it.”

It was on the first day of the year 1639 that these
baptisms were administered. On the following day,
which was Sunday, these Neophytes being present
together for the first time at Mass, to the number of
five or six, we could note this 2nd day of the present
year as the first of the birth of this new Church, the
number being sufficient to bear the name of assem-
bly or Congregation. Some days later, a few others
were baptized, and thereafter others besides, on
different occasions, and on visits which were after-
wards made in this village, so that at present the
number of Christians amounts to about twenty. A
few more, either children or elderly persons, were
baptized in the extremity of sickness or misery, as,



